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Building a 
thriving community,

one scholarship 
at a time!



Benefits of having a higher 
education for students:
• �Improves access to job opportunities and pathways  

for career advancement.

• Increases personal earning potential.

• �Provides economic stability, which helps to break  
the cycle of poverty.

• �Better access to higher quality physical and  
mental health care.

• Boosts sense of self-worth and self-confidence.

• �Increases the likelihood of being able to save  
for retirement.

• More likely to report that they are happy.

Benefits of having  
higher-educated residents  
in Greater Cincinnati:
• Enriches the civic and economic life of our community.

• �More is paid into local and state taxes, and citizens  
are less reliant upon needs-based services.

• Higher rates of economic stability.

• Lower crime rates.

• �Promotes greater equality and empowerment  
of our citizens.

• Higher rates of philanthropy and volunteerism.

• �Larger pools of qualified potential employees  
for Greater Cincinnati employers.

• �Newly higher-educated individuals entering the  
workforce will put their generation’s knowledge  
of the importance of having a diverse community,  
equality, community service, and climate change  
into company policies, leading to an even better  
community and world.

VISION
An educated community where all individuals lead fulfilling lives  

and actively contribute to the region’s vitality.

MISSION
Connecting students with scholarship opportunities to pursue  

their educational goals.

CORE BELIEFS
Students are at the heart of everything we do.

EDUCATIONAL IDEA
We believe in equitable access to higher education.

COLLABORATION
We believe that effective partnerships allow for comprehensive  

student support in their pursuit of education.

ADAPTABILITY
We believe in continually evolving with the changing landscape  

of higher education.
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When I think of my first year at the helm at CSF, the word “challenge” is the first 
thing that pops in my mind. Not necessarily for the reasons that you may think, 
such as the bold new direction we are taking at CSF with the implementation of 
new processes and procedures, the revamping of the CSF Board of Directors 
and the organizational restructuring we took on. Sure, that has all been 
challenging, necessary and has kept me up many nights.

When I think of the word “challenge” I think of our scholarship recipients and 
what so many of them have had to overcome in their lives in order to graduate 
high school or obtain their GEDs so that they can pursue their educational goals 
of obtaining workforce development certifications, associate’s, bachelor’s and 
post- graduate degrees.

The newly formed Scholarship Selection Committee reviewed thousands of 
application packets that included student essays where they told their stories 
of overcoming overwhelming life adversities that left the committee members 
in awe. None of us were confident that we would have been strong enough to 
have had these life experiences and graduated high school much less had the 
resilience to start college.

But our students do. They not only persevere, they have the hope and strength 
to keep moving forward. And what a gift it has been to be part of an organization 
that builds on their hope and life goals. Each and every scholarship recipient 
expresses the utmost gratitude for the scholarships they receive from CSF and 
we would not be able to be a part of their journey without the generosity of our 
individual, corporate, foundation and nonprofit donors and partners.

I want to thank all of the donors to CSF, both past and present, because without 
them there would be 40,000 less students in Greater Cincinnati who would have 
received scholarships to go to college. When you think about all the lives that 
our scholarship recipients have touched because they became teachers, nurses, 
social workers and financial planners, it is overwhelming. As my favorite saying 
goes, “It takes a village” to make the Greater Cincinnati region the best it can be. 
Thank you all for giving me the opportunity to lead this amazing organization into 
the future.

Sincerely,

Whitney O’Neal, M.A., C.F.R.E.
President & CEO

A Letter from the President & CEO
Whitney O’Neal, M.A., C.F.R.E.

As the Chair of the Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation’s Board, I am writing to 
express the profound impact your support has on the lives of aspiring students  
in our community.

Your commitment to education is not just a financial contribution; it’s an 
investment in the future. Through your generosity, we have been able  
to provide life-changing opportunities for over 40,000 individuals who  
might not have otherwise been able to pursue higher education.

The stories that we hear from scholarship recipients are both inspiring and 
humbling. Students share how your support has lifted the burden of financial 
constraints, allowing them to focus on their studies and achieve academic 
excellence. Your belief in their potential fuels their determination to succeed.

Moreover, your dedication aligns seamlessly with our mission to create a 
pathway for every student to access quality education. Together, we are  
fostering a community where talent is recognized, nurtured, and given the 
chance to flourish. The ripple effect of your support extends far beyond  
individual students; it shapes a brighter and more promising future for  
our entire community.

As we look ahead, the Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation remains committed  
to expanding our impact. Your continued partnership is instrumental in realizing 
our vision of an educated community where all individuals lead fulfilling lives  
and actively contribute to the region’s vitality.

On behalf of the Board, our scholarship recipients, and the broader community, 

I extend a heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support. Together, we are 
making dreams come true and building a foundation for success.

Thank you for being a vital part of this transformative journey.

Sincerely,

DeJuan Gossett 
Board Chair 
Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation

A Message from the Board Chair
DeJuan Gossett
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SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS
Scholarship endowments are established by donors through major and planned gifts to fund  
higher education scholarships for students indefinitely. 

2022-23 List of Scholarships

FISCAL YEAR 23 SCHOLARSHIPS:
All stats are for new and renewing/existing scholarship recipients  

except for the number of new applications.

	 Total number of new
	 scholarship applications	 1,205
	 Total amount awarded	 $1,400,000
	 Total number of 
	 scholarships awarded	 953
	 Retention Rate for FY 23	 82% �of existing CSF scholarship recipients  

remained in their higher education programs.

TOP 10
LOCAL COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

attended by CSF Scholarship Recipients

Alexander and Helen Griffin  
   Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Aries L. Newton Scholarship Endowment

Charles F. and Mary Yeiser  
   Scholarship Endowment

Christopher Mayer  
   Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Christopher Todd Grant  
    Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Dee Wacksman  
   Memorial Scholarship Endowment

EAE Meorial Scholarship Endowment

Else and Adele Raschig  
   Scholarship Endowment

Judge Benjamin Schwartz  
   Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Louis B. Zapoleon  
    Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Lucian B. and Theodosia B. Woolfolk  
    Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Major R. McNeil Scholarship Endowment

Pat Barry Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Richard B. Easley Scholarship Endowment

Scholarship Endowment for  
   Students of Colerain Township

Wynne Family  
   Memorial Scholarship Endowment

	 University of Cincinnati	 47%

	 Xavier University	 13%

	 Miami University	 10%

	 Ohio State University	 7%

	 Northern Kentucky University	 7%

	 Mount St. Joseph University	 6%

	 University of Dayton	 4%

	 Ohio University	 3%

	 Thomas More University	 2%

	 Cincinnati State Technological 
	    and Community College	 1%
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GREATER CINCINNATI SCHOLARSHIP ASSOCIATION FUNDS
Annual scholarship funds held at the Greater Cincinnati Foundation and administered by the  
Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Scholarship funds are established by donors who make either one-time gifts to award scholarship(s) or annual gifts  
to continue to fund their scholarships. 
Advertising Club of Cincinnati  
   Scholarship Fund

Amy Weiss Memorial Scholarship Fund

Augustar Financial Scholarship Fund 

Bill Kraus (St. Xavier ‘65)  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Black Achievers College Scholarship Fund

Carespring Hero Scholarship Fund

Carol J. Schroeder Zoo  
   Academy Scholarship Fund

Cassie (Rowe) Kyle and Elmer E. Kyle  
   Scholarship

Fund By Shirley Kyle Marts

Christopher O. Godley and Deatria T. Godley 
   Scholarship Fund

Clara Lee Miller Scholarship Fund

Coach John Calipari Scholarship Fund

Corwin M. Nixon Scholarship Fund

Courtis Fuller Journalism Scholarship Fund

David J. Joseph Company Scholarship Fund

Deon Miller Scholarship Fund

Dr. O’Dell Moreno Owens Scholarship Fund

Don Greer Heritage Club  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Dupps Company Sons and Daughters  
   Scholarship Fund

Edward and Shirlee Robbe Scholarship Fund

Elizabeth A. Elliot Scholarship Fund

Ella Wilson Johnson Scholarship Fund

Father David Hiller Scholarship Fund

Fletemeyer Family Scholarship Fund

Frank Foster Skillman Scholarship Fund

Gregory Fritz LGBTQA+ Pride  
   Scholarship Fund

Hamilton County Retired Teachers 
Association/Glenn O. & Wyllabeth Wise  
   Scholarship Fund 
Iqbal Hyder Memorial Scholarship Fund

James and Jane Pape Scholarship Fund

John H. Crawford III  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Johnny Bench Scholarship Fund

Knox Family Scholarship Fund

Lazarus Foundation Scholarship Fund

Lea Brinker STEM and Workforce  
   Development Scholarship Fund

Little Miami Scholarship for  
   Serving Others Fund

Maia Swartz Memorial Scholarship Fund

Marion Mensah Scholarship Fund

Mark Hullar Scholarship Fund

Marquita and Cecil McLean  
   Scholarship Fund

Martha W. Tanner Scholarship Fund

Marvin Rammelsberg Scholarship Fund

Mary Fain Wilson Scholarship Fund

Mary Roberts Scholarship Fund

McCall Educational Scholarship Fund

Meyer Family Scholarship Fund

Michael W. Bany Memorial Scholarship Fund

Mike Finnegan Health and Wellness  
   Scholarship Fund

Milton and Edith Brown  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Raepheal “Snook” Dell  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Remembering WOJO Scholarship Fund

Roland E. and Martha E. Nord  
   Scholarship Fund

Roy and Jackie Sweeney Scholarship Fund

Russell Girt Memorial Music  
   Scholarship Fund

Snipes Stapleton Scholarship Fund

Striving for PARity Scholarship Fund

Sultana B. Hasan  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Sycamore Flying Fish Scholarship Fund

Teen Tutors Scholarship Fund 

Third Protestant Memorial Church  
   Scholarship for College

Third Protestant Memorial Church  
   Scholarship for Christian  
   Theological Education

Tri-State Surveyor’s Advisory Board  
   Scholarship Fund

Troy Tedesco Memorial Scholarship Fund

Vielhauer Family Scholarship Fund

William R. Noble Scholarship Fund

William J. Rielly/Madisonville  
   Scholarship Fund

Barr Family Scholarship

Barrett Family Scholarship

Bob and Linda Kohlhepp Family  
   Scholarship Fund

Borden, Inc. Scholarship Fund 
Carl H. Lindner Family Scholarship Fund

Castellini Foundation Scholarship Fund

Charles H. Dater  
   Foundation Scholarship Fund 

Charlotte R. Schmidlapp 
   Scholarships for Women Fund

Cincinnati Bell Scholarship Fund

Cincinnati Financial Corporation  
   Scholarship Fund

Crosset Family Scholarship Fund

Duke Energy Scholarship Fund

Dwight H. Hibbard Scholarship Fund

E.W. Scripps Company Scholarship Fund

Farmer Family Foundation Scholarship Fund

Florette B. Hoffheimer Scholarship Fund

GE Aviation Engines Scholarship Fund

Goldman, Sachs & Company 
   Scholarship Fund

Greater Cincinnati Scholarship

Association Fund (Fifth Third)

Greater Cincinnati Scholarship

Association Fund (PNC)

Greater Cincinnati Scholarship  
   Association Fund (Star)

H.C.S. Foundation Scholarship Fund

Heidelberg Scholarship Fund

Heinz Pet Products Scholarship Fund

Helen Steiner Rice Scholarship Fund

Joseph S. Stern, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Juilfs Foundation Scholarship Fund

Kroger Cincinnati-Dayton Scholarship Fund

Lazarus/Federated Department Stores  
   Scholarship Fund

Lowe Simpson Scholarship Fund

Lyle and Rlene Everingham  
   Scholarship Fund

Lyle Everingham Scholarship Fund

Midland Company Scholarshp Fund

Milacron Geier Scholarship Fund

Nelson Schwab, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Nethercott Family Scholarship Fund

Ohio National Life Insurance Company  
   Scholarship Fund

Pepper Family Scholarship Fund

Pichler Family Scholarship Fund 

PNC Bank Scholarship Fund

Priscilla Gamble Scholarship Fund

Procter & Gamble Scholarship Fund

Raymond W. and Augusta Klink  
   Scholarship Fund

Richard H. Heekin Scholarship Fund

Roger and Janet Ach Scholarship Fund

Roger L. and Joyce L. Howe  
   Scholarship Fund

S. David Shor Scholarship Fund

SC Johnson, A Family Company  
   Scholarship Fund

Semple Foundation Scholarship Fund

SupeRX Drug Stores Scholarship Fund

Thomas J. Emery  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

Thomas L. Conlan  
   Memorial Scholarship Fund

U.S. Bank, N.A. Scholarship Fund

U.S. Shoe Corporation Scholarship Fund

Walter and Marilyn Bartlett Scholarship Fund

Western-Southern Foundation  
   Scholarship Fund

William A. Friedlander Scholarship Fund

TOP 10
CSF SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS BY COUNTY
attended by 

CSF Scholarship Recipients
	 Hamilton	 39%

	 Butler	 23%

	 Clermont	 8%

	 Kenton	 7%

	 Warren	 4%

	 Boone 	 3%

	 Campbell	 3%

	 Dearborn	 3%

	 	



DeJuan Gossett 
Chair

Shannan Schmitt 
Vice Chair

Chad Kolde 
Treasurer

Matthew Lake 
Secretary 
 
 

James Cullen

Tanya Ficklin

Matthew Hoffman

Jack Miner

Adrienne Montgomery

Toyia Montgomery

Dr. Nikela Owens

Gabrielle Pape

Travis Schraffenberger

Dr. Audley Smith

Board of Trustees 

Fiscal Year 2023

DeJuan Gossett, Chair 
USI, Inc.

Shannan Schmitt, Vice Chair 
The Health Collaborative

Chad Kolde, Treasurer 
Bartlett Wealth Management

Matt Lake, Secretary 
Thompson Hine LLP

James Cullen 
University of Cincinnati

Matthew Hoffman, Advisor 
Fifth Third Bank

Melanie Burden 
Boys Hope Girls Hope

Tanya Ficklin 
Walnut Hills High School

Michelle Hopkins 
Greater Cincinnati Foundation

Dr. Eric Jackson 
Northern Kentucky University

William Lampkin 
E.W. Scripps

Jack Miner 
University of Cincinnati

Adrienne Montgomery 
Xavier University

Dr. Nikela Owens 
Project Yoga and  
   Owner Mint Yoga Studio

Travis Schraffenberger 
Western & Southern

Dr. Audley Smith 
Shroder High School

Bryan Surface 
Terillium

Caroline Trennepohl 
E.W. Scripps

Board of Trustees 
Fiscal Year 2024

Financials 

Fiscal Year 2022

CSF BY THE NUMBERS

Statement of Financial Position
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023

ASSETS

	 Cash and cash equivalents	 $508,643.32 
	 Receivables net	 —
	 Prepaid expenses and other assets	 —
	 Investments	  4,899,922.71 
	 Property and equipment net	  21,987.00 
	 Intangible assets net	 —

		  Total Assets	  $5,430,553.03 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

	 Current Liabilities	  $23,560.08 
	 Long-term Liabilities	 —

		  Total Liabilities	  $23,560.08 

Net Assets without donor restrictions	 $319,210.10
Net Assets with donor restrictions	  4,886,143.00 
Retained Earnings	  500.00  
Net Income	   201,139.85  

		  Total Equity	   $5,406,992.95  

	 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  $5,430,553.03 
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Donors between July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

Elizabeth Collins
Mike Finnegan
Gregory Fritz

Thomas Joseph Minnick Grogan

Michael and Kristin Abbinante

Akers Packaging Service Group

Alivia Alexander

Anonymous

Carol Armstrong

Carroll and Carol Baker

Kevin Barney

John Barrett

Brandon Beard

David Beaudry

Johnny Bench 

Jeff and Anne Bingaman

Gary and Laura Bohn

Timothy Brannock

Bricker Graydon

Lea Brinker

Bradley Brockhoff

Michael Broxterman

Kristen Buck

Phuc Vinh Bui

Joseph Burkart

Stephen and Janet Burkart

Burton D. Morgan Foundation

Kenneth and Joan Campbell

Mary Patricia Carroll

Jennifer Casey

Bill and Lisa Chappel

The Cochran Firm - Ohio

Jim and Barbara Coffaro

Michael and Kimberly Collins

Brian Coughlin

Sally Covyeau

Douglas Cox

Julie Creed

James Cullen

Charles H. Dater Foundation

James and Maria Demis

Charles and Barbara Dewey

Donald Dufek

Victor Eilau

Mark and Karen Faessler

Eugene Forte

Foundation for Appalachian OH

General Freed

Courtis Fuller

Richard and Carol Fulwiler

Kaye Gaffney

Michael George

Marilyn Goodman

DeJuan Gossett

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

James and S. Patricia Greer

Shirley Griffin

Hamilton County of Retired 
   Teachers Association

Mary Hargis

J.J. and Susan Helbling

Heritage Club

Edward Hertzenberg

James R. Heywood

Paul Hicks

Tosha Hill

Matthew Hoffman

Jay Hollmeyer

Helen Hopton

Connie Hosbrook

Jean Huang

Byron K. Huffman, Jr.

Huntington National Bank

Hyde Park Community 
   United Methodist Church

Steven and Sheryl Imhoff

Judith Johnson

Thomas and Kathleen Joseph

Ronald and Dianne Juenger

Junior Achievement of 
   OKI Partners, Inc.

Gail Kagler

John and Rita Keim

Mary Kohlman

Kolping Society of Cincinnati

Matthew Kornau

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
Matthew Lake

Susan Leffler

CSF’s Living Legacy Circle recognizes and celebrates individuals  
who have designated CSF as a beneficiary in their long-term  

gift planning to ensure the sustainability of CSF for future generations.Living
Legacy
Circle

Clara Lee Miller*
Whitney O’Neal

Donald Schroeder*
William Wynne

*denotes that the donor is deceased.

Robert Leslie

Debbie Lewis

Brett Macinnes and Christine Noel

Michael and Christine Marchal

Alan Margulies

David Marino

Timothy Mayer

Jenny Mayer

Ryan McCurley

Major and Winona McNeil

Brian McRedmond

Shirlaine Meyer

Dan and Lynn Meyer

Jim Miller and Jodi Geiser

Jack Miner

Adrienne Montgomery

Steven and Jacqueline Moore

MWQ Financial Holding, LLC

Perry and Karen Natale

Network for Good 
Aries Newton

William Norman

Ohio Eagle Distributing

Whitney O’Neal

Patrick Osborne

Nikela Owens

Partners In Change

PearTree Consulting

Richard and Christine Pehlke

Ken Pfaller

Moneeca Phillips

Joe and Susan Pichler

PNC Bank, National Association

Laura Poole

Frank Prudent

Raymond Pruett

Jon and Lisa Reischel

Michael and Kate Robbe

Edward and Shirley Robbe

Shirleerae Robbe

Janice Robbins

Woodford Rowland

Shannan Schmitt

David and Valerie Scholl

Travis Schraffenberger

Carol J. Schroeder

Christopher Sears

Jonathan Seed

Julie Sellers

John Shields

Brian Shircliff

Audley Smith

Sol-Tech Group, Inc.

Michael Spicer

Marsha Spivey-Harris

A. Stevens

Terrence Strader

Maxwell Stunkel

Jacqueline Sweeney

Carl and Sandra Thiem

Kirstin Thomas

Eugene Thomas

Derrick Thompson

TriVersity Construction, LLC

U.S. Bank National Association

Brandon Upchurch

Upspring, LTD.

US Bank Private Wealth Management

Vanguard Charitable

Christopher and Nancy Virgulak

Don Warmoth

Warren County Foundation

David and Megan Wedig

Kendall Weems

Peter and Andrea Weickgenannt

Kathleen Weimann

Kenneth Weiss

Western Southern Financial Group

Donald Whitaker

B.E. Wilke

Dawn Williams

William and Katherine Wilson

Marsha Wise

William Wynne

CSF considers candidates for scholarships that  
are bypassed by other scholarship sources.

Peter Knox

Although we researched CSF before  
connecting with the organization, we are  
new to it and so is our scholarship fund.  
That is why it is a little early to comment  
on the question above (understanding  
of mission/values) and on providing a 
testimonial. We are, however, very  
optimistic about how our relationship  
might develop and are looking forward  
to working with CSF.

Zakia Hyder Hasan

CSF’s mission in providing needs-based scholarships to students who need a helping hand to 
achieve their dream of attending college resonated with our family. We established our family’s 
scholarship endowment at CSF because two of us are previous CSF scholarship recipients and we 
knew CSF would be able to help us set up and administer a memorial scholarship that would not 
only honor our parents’ legacy but provide scholastic awards to other deserving students desiring 
to attend college.

Shirley Griffin, Marsha Spivey Harris and Janice Robbins

I have benefited greatly from the support, knowledge 
and information, and over all services provided by the 
Cincinnati scholarship foundation. The direct engagement 
style of Whitney O’Neal has greatly increased my 
confidence in the organization.

Major McNeil

The scholarship foundation both provided me with 
a scholarship when I was in college from the Hyde 
Park Community Methodist Church and it is the 
organization that sponsors my deceased mother’s 
scholarship, the Amy Weiss Memorial Scholarship.  
I have been impressed with the organization.

Nathalie Weiss

I have seen the benefits of  
students receiving a college 
education. Unfortunately, many 
families cannot afford the  
expenses of a higher education, 
and society loses the potential  
of that student. CSF is able to 
bridge that financial gap so  
that students can better afford  
a college education.

Greg Fritz

CSF allows local students with financial need  
the opportunity to pursue their dreams through  
higher education.

Carol Schroeder
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324 East 4th Street, 2nd Floor
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513.345.6701
513.345.6705 fax
www.CincinnatiScholarshipFoundation.org

Jared A.
This scholarship, graciously  
offered to me, not only 
alleviates the financial 
burden of my college 
education but also 
serves as a profound 
validation of my academic 
achievements and 
potential. CSF and their 
contributors leave an 
impact that is indescribable 
on the lives of many.

Paige O.
With this additional 
financial support, 
I will be able to 
focus more on my 
study habits. The 
importance of this 
scholarship is that 
it allows my future 
dreams to come 
closer to becoming 
reality.

Courtney E.
The kindness of  
my donors has  
been life-changing 
for both my career 
and for my family. 
As a single mother. 
I can’t thank CSF 
enough for their 
continued support!

Adam K.
With a shortage 
of nurses in our 
community, this award 
not only helps me, it 
meets our city’s needs, 
too. Thanks to the 
Cincinnati Scholarship 
Foundation, I’m well 
on my way to fulfilling 
my professional goals.

Student Testimonies

Please visit us at 

www.CincinnatiScholarshipFoundation.org

Thank you to Western and Southern Financial Group for printing our 2022-23 Impact Report!


